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Dr.D.Ellsberg 
Rand Corporation 
1700 Main St. 

Santa Monica, Calif. 

Dear Dr.Ellsberg: 

We have seen a reference to your 
paper, P-4029, on "Public Goods and 
Public Bads: Comments on Mancur'Olson's 
•The Optimal Institutional Mix'". May we 
have a copy of that paper for possible 
consideration as an article in The 
Public Interest or for discussion in 
our "Current Reading" section? 

The Public In terest is an intellectual 
but non-technical quarterly journal 
devoted to issues of public policy. 

It now has 12,000 readers in the 
policy commun_-y. If you have not 
seen a copy, we will be glad to 
send you one. 

Thank you for your courtesy. 


Yours truly 



Myrna Engelmeyer 
for the editors 


pMftiitiMr: Warren Demian Manshel cm.rm«n tf tht Pu*t.c«t.«n committee : Murray L. Silberstem 

Publication Committee: Orville P. Brim, Jr. • Daniel P. Moynihan • Arthur J. Rosenthal • Leo Rosten • Martin E. Segal 
Stanley Simon • Arthur L. Singer, Jr. • Robert M. Solow • James Q. Wilson 













August 13, 1969 


L-15333 


Miss Myrna Engelmeyer 
The Public Interest 
c/o Basic Books 
404 Park Avenue South 
New York, N. Y. 10016 

Dear Miss Engelmeyer: 

Please accept my apologies for not answering your request sooner 
for a copy of my paper, "Public Goods and Public Bads." I have 
been absorbed in turning out a series of papers at Rand prior to, 

1 hope, making a short return trip to Vietnam, but I have no proper 
excuse for not answering sooner. 

As you will see from the enclosed paper, it is not entirely self- 
contained, since it is based upon oral comments made at the meet¬ 
ings of the American Economic Association upon a paper by Mancur 
Olson. You might well be interested in Olson's paper for The Public 
Interest; it can be found in the Proceedings of the American Eco¬ 
nomic Association 1968 meetings. (My own comment, to my irritation, 
did not get printed, because Olson did not send me the revision of 
his paper until the deadline had passed for submitting my manuscript.) 

If you were to print Olson's paper, my comment would follow quite 
naturally. On the other hand, you might feel that my comment stands 
adequately by itself. If you think it worthwhile, I would be glad 
to edit it to make it more self-contained. It is not very stylishly 
written; there was both a short time limit on oral comments and a 
word limit on the manuscript. However, it does present, it seems to 
me, some original thoughts; not familiar to most economists, anyway. 

I am, of course, familiar with your admirable Journal and would be 
delighted to appear in it. Please give my regards to Kristol and Bell. 
(That has rather a nice ring to it, doesn't it?) 

Sincerely yours. 


DE:ca 


Daniel Ellsberg 











